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STATE OF WASHINGTON

DEPARTMENT OF ECOLOGY
PO Box 47775 e Olympia, Washington 98504-7775 ¢ 360-407-6300
Call 711 for Washington Relay Service ¢ Persons with a speech disability can call 877-833-6341

November 19, 2020

Erin Dilworth

Policy & Technical Program Manager
Citizens for a Healthy Bay

535 Dock Street, Suite 213

Tacoma, WA 98402
edilworth@healthbay.org

Re: BPA Tacoma Occidental Sludge Site Draft Periodic Review Report

Site Name: BPA Tacoma Occidental Sludge

Site Address: Taylor Way and E West Road, Tacoma, Washington 98421
Facility/Site No: 1262

Cleanup Site No: 3911

Dear Erin Dilworth:

The Department of Ecology (Ecology) thanks you for your review of Draft periodic review report
for the BPA Tacoma Occidental Sludge site, and providing Ecology with your comments
(Enclosure-E).

Below are Ecology’s responses to Citizens for a Healthy Bay’s (CHB) comments:

General Comment 1

In our review of the groundwater sampling report, it appears that the groundwater on site
flows from the east toward the containment cell and from the west toward the cell —there
does not appear to be any up-down gradient. Based on that observation, Ecology needs
to provide an explanation for why Well 1-20 - which is upgradient of the contamination -
has the highest concentration of contaminants.

Ecology Response:

Historically the groundwater gradient at the BPA site was to the east or northeast across the site
putting wells 1-20 and 7-26 in a downgradient position relative to the mound/containment unit
(see Figures in Enclosure A). The November 2019 sampling round did reveal a shift in flows
observed across the site (see Enclosure B) and was likely a result of heavy localized
precipitation during that period. This gradient will be confirmed during the November 2020, and















In our review of the groundwater sampling report, it appears that the groundwater on site flows from the east
toward the containment cell and from the west toward the cell - there does not appear to be any up-down
gradient. Based on that observation, Ecology needs to provide an explanation for why Well 1-20 - which is
upgradient of the contamination - has the highest concentration of contaminants. Further, the concentration of
1,2-Dichloroethane (DCE) in Well 1-10 shows a somewhat downward trend. However, the concentration
continues to "jump" back above 100 ppm (parts per million), indicating no real change in concentration since the
year 2000. Additional work in the next five years should be done to ensure that the groundwater contaminant
concentrations are actually decreasing. Currently, it appears that factors other than natural attenuation are at
play, causing these fluctuations in groundwater contamination. The conclusion that the remedy is protective is
correct as the site is sitting in an industrial area and no one is drinking the groundwater. However, data do not
indicate that natural attenuation will bring the groundwater below standards, so Ecology needs to determine
and explain the field conditions that seem to be causing the decline in groundwater contaminant concentration
with the use of additional wells and analytes, including those for natural attenuation.

Lastly, we recommend the EC for the site, which protects the constructed landfill and cap, remain intact
indefinitely. We are aware of previous proposals to relocate the nearby rail line, which would have disturbed the
landfill and cap, potentially releasing contaminants into both the groundwater and nearby surface water. We are
concerned that similar proposals in the future will be introduced, and ask Ecology to ensure the EC remains
intact and no leniency is given for development, even on a temporary basis.

Thank you for providing the opportunity to review and comment on the BPA Tacoma Occidental sludge cleanup
site periodic review. Should you have any questions regarding our comments, please email Erin Dilworth at
edilworth@healthybay.org.

Sincerely,
i, omet W A
Erin Dilworth Melissa Malott

Policy & Technical Program Manager Executive Director



